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Pimobendan use in cats with advanced heart disease. 
Purpose: 
Feline hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is the most common heart disease in cats. One of the most 
devastating potential effects of this disease is formation of a blood clot in the heart, as the heart dilates 
and its ability to contract reduces. This leads to the very painful and often fatal condition of an arterial 
blood clot when the clot eventually leaves the heart. Given the severity of pain associated with this 
condition, as well as a poor scenario, euthanasia rates at the time of the initial finding of arterial clot are 
high, and survival time if patients do survive the initial critical period is generally also short.  

Our study investigates the medication, pimobendan as a potential treatment option to decrease likelihood 
of formation of an arterial clots. In a recent study conducted by the Cardiology Service at The Ohio State 
University Veterinary Medical College, pimobendan increased heart function in cats, but the specific 
effects on cats with heart enlargement, the group who would most benefit from improved function, has not 
definitively been established.  

The goal of our study is to show whether pimobendan will improve heart function in cats with advanced 
heart disease and moderate to severe heart enlargement and dysfunction, specifically by increasing 
performance of the heart and increasing blood flow.  

What qualifies my pet for this trial? 
To participate in this clinical trial your cat must have: 

• A diagnosis of heart disease with moderate to severe heart enlargement and dysfunction 
• Normal thyroid function and normal blood pressure 

Exclusion criteria: 
• No other known diseases, irregular heart rhythm, or anemia 
• No current treatment with pimobendan, atenolol, or diltiazem 
• No active congestive heart failure 
• No severe heart outflow tract obstruction   

 
What does enrolling in this clinical trial involve?  
One single visit to The Ohio State University Veterinary Medical for the following procedures: 

• Physical examination 
• Non-invasive blood pressure measurement 
• Sedation  
• Non-invasive imaging of the heart through the chest wall 
• Administration of one (1) single dose of pimobendan or placebo medication by mouth 
• Bloodwork 

Client Compensation 
If cats meet the requirements there is a $300 discount on the hospital bill for the visit associated with 
participation in this study.  

Contact: 
Dr. Emily Herrold herrold.16@osu.edu 

If you believe your pet may be eligible to enter this study, 
please fill out a pre-screening questionnaire. 
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