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Animal Health

The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s State Veterinarian’s Office has been made aware of
an outbreak of Equine Herpes Virus (EHV)/ Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) in
horses that were at barrel racing and rodeo-type events in Texas and Oklahoma. Several

cases of EHM have been confirmed in Texas and Oklahoma associated with these equine

events, with numerous reports of additional cases and equine deaths pending
investigation.

We do not have any confirmed cases of EHV/EHM in Ohio at this time. Our office is
coordinating with the affected states, and we are currently awaiting to receive trace
information from Texas and Oklahoma. If we receive traces from the other states, we will
contact those owners directly and issue quarantines as appropriately to mitigate further
spread of the disease.

This outbreak serves as a reminder of the potential disease risks associated with large
commingling equine events. It underscores the importance of timely reporting of diseases
and ensuring that movement requirements are followed, including veterinary inspection
and health certificates prior to travel.

Horse Owners: If your horses traveled to Texas, Oklahoma, or other equine events where
EHV exposure may have occurred, please contact our office directly at 614-728-6220. We
will provide guidance regarding isolation and monitoring;:

e Exposed horses should be isolated for 21 days after last-known exposure.

e Appropriate isolation includes restricted access to other horses, avoiding the
sharing of equipment or personnel, and utilization of protective barrier precautions.

e Exposed horses should be monitored twice daily for elevated temperature (above
101.5°F), respiratory signs (nasal discharge, coughing), and for clinical signs
consistent with equine herpes myeloenceophalopathy (neurologic symptoms
including inability to stand, difficulty walking, lethargy, and urine dribbling).

o If elevated temperature, respiratory signs, or EHM-compatible clinical signs are
noticed, contact your veterinarian.

Upcoming equine events: Equine herpes virus can be shed for prolonged periods of time,
including in clinically healthy horses, which increases risk for continued disease spread
during an EHV/EHM outbreak.

e Event Organizers: We recommend you consult with your veterinarian and
understand the risks associated with hosting equine events during a multi-state
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outbreak. Cancellation or postponement of events may be important to stop
continued spread of disease. If events do take place, we recommend short-timed
health certificates within 72 hours and increasing biosecurity practices on-site.

e Horse Owners: We recommend that you consult with your veterinarian on the risks
associated with travel to upcoming equine events. EHV is a ubiquitous virus and
commonly present in the environment, so biosecurity measures are paramount to
decreasing potential for disease transmission.

Veterinarians: If you have a horse with signs of acute neurologic disease, please contact
our office at 614-728-6220. We will provide guidance on isolation and testing. Diagnosis of
EHV can be difficult as periods of viral shedding and viremia may vary - paired samples,
including nasal swab and whole blood, are critical.

Interstate Movement: Please note that many states may be implementing movement
restrictions or new import requirements for equines during this outbreak. Always check
with the state of destination to ensure that you are following import restrictions.

Equine Herpes Virus Information:

EHV-1 is spread from horse to horse through contact with nasal discharge or spread as
aerosol droplets. Infected horses may not show clinical signs of the virus but may still act
as carriers. Horses can also contract the virus by coming into contact with contaminated
surfaces such as stalls, water, feed, tack, and transport vehicles. People can spread the
virus from horse to horse by contaminated hands and clothing. It is important for owners to
watch for signs and symptoms and practice biosecurity measures. Good biosecurity
practices include extensive cleaning and disinfection of surfaces and equipment that come
in contact with affected horses, and individuals who treat or come into contact with
infected horses need to follow appropriate disinfection protocols when handling multiple
horses.

Equine Herpes Virus (EHV)/Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) is a reportable
disease in Ohio. Visit the ODA website to see the full Reportable Disease List. The Ohio
Department of Agriculture's State Veterinarian’s Office may be reached any time at 614-
728-6220.

Additional information and resources:

e A Guide to Understanding the Neurologic Form of EHV Infection

e AAEPEHV FAQ

e AAEP General Biosecurity Guidelines
e CDFA - AHFSS - AHB - Biosecurity Toolkit for Equine Events

¢ Equine Disease Communication Center Biosecurity resources


https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Fagri.ohio.gov*25252Fwps*25252Fwcm*25252Fconnect*25252Fgov*25252F6576a44b-5607-40f0-8fb0-3b429da66f14*25252FODA*25252BReportable*25252BDisease*25252BList*25252Bby*25252BSpecies*25252BPoster*25252B11-6-23.pdf*25253FMOD*25253DAJPERES*252526CONVERT_TO*25253Durl*252526CACHEID*25253DROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-6576a44b-5607-40f0-8fb0-3b429da66f14-o-25Mmy*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138621733*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=*25252BDhaf5TSFJL2GBv3jM3e0avUOzwX2BTdtsGvkF*25252FZ*25252FSw*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2F5ky9FViPmX8-RKzHqSX2EXk2mPS0qTD4iZm1LRlYKQI=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/6S3kenHYytgKzZT33YVlzZljwc8PKgxiT7ANaGE-05o=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9bDWtt_aQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Fwww.aphis.usda.gov*25252Fvs*25252Fnahss*25252Fequine*25252Fehv*25252Fequine_herpesvirus_brochure_2009.pdf*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138637693*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=kHwcutxMINEZeCvFGcODwtqSla75hyrg9Y1xWtPyRhY*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2FzhRHQrk2qDSe9JSMcHNwcJDY10S3Yy4hNot-StUNXms=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/Bx7kBwFE3-G4HEETIjLkFaY-K_icH4CflF_casEFE0Y=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9bN-VUg7Q$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Faaep.org*25252Fwp-content*25252Fuploads*25252F2024*25252F03*25252FEHV_FAQ_for_Owners_Final.pdf*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138653143*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=8rLqXXejBOlu3bIgdr2b4NhWRHCUnpDJctFCl8ujwZk*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2F1r-l1PjdvTB103tXpETXhlE612Z_wKGdIXiby3B2w28=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/csnQTj2MkLUHOFNO15bKbhiCA-uBkW2-_njloSvzUnw=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9YB5lOJUA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Faaep.org*25252Fwp-content*25252Fuploads*25252F2022*25252F01*25252FAAEP-General-Biosecurity-Guidelines_1.pdf*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138668597*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=7o6DAvGflTtGtT9Qdu*25252BSyD7fWmCY6WA64Ij9MQV9wOA*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2FNRqmfa3BgWzMzAbX-FUzyu8JAAZifw6Wu0tn-bfIyB0=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/2PEAbRO6zAK8a4a1wcLHXLlhI5A7xUk1NxIc9aqtoKs=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJQ!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9aeMEqPVA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Fwww.cdfa.ca.gov*25252Fahfss*25252FAnimal_Health*25252FEquine_Biosecurity.html*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138685318*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=YGGHa1USlgpSw*25252Bz5T5DXs6CaWS21HQ*25252BXBG0bUZkW5Xw*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2FwsrRbJ_95ecgKhaChffOa2jbVQyOMRw5P3r3mx4sGpU=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/ouRnANQFWlHGJ7f3x0AbJ1zYGqosPkdUM1CxOwZLVHo=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUl!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9YkYhlQFQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com*2FCL0*2Fhttps:*252F*252Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com*252F*253Furl=https*25253A*25252F*25252Fwww.equinediseasecc.org*25252Fbiosecurity*2526data=05*25257C02*25257CBryan.Levin*252540agri.ohio.gov*25257Cf7eb19ee80f744cc4d6508de2848ff0e*25257C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2*25257C0*25257C0*25257C638992491138701755*25257CUnknown*25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ*25253D*25253D*25257C0*25257C*25257C*25257C*2526sdata=TlbY0fk32yWd9JqerjaViktIspGnVKbrq3066UOvNos*25253D*2526reserved=0*2F1*2F0100019aa2f469b6-5caf293f-ab40-4c13-8eb0-1bc5428a59e8-000000*2FA5opqny0R8O6WJOSxQrsxrZtzIOFW6k8hzfNJnc972g=432/1/0100019aa3160828-e6d7bf64-db25-44aa-909f-fed7bc01549c-000000/oB-BOKXmsdoBQ0g66cg8pVQ1cQxjuBi_moKojttlE-4=432__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!KGKeukY!0-7g7nHq3RSPENuEB3xtOl9UH47LKPpst372CTcCClmN2RwLnNqLiLrZ64H3uHVKJAxypgp_3_4cszfoRTawT9aRO6_PUQ$

